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From Mee to You, as I see it. 

Welcome to the Mar/April edition of Rotating Spokes magazine. 

I was saddened to hear of the passing of some HSRA members over the past few 
months. Firstly was Ken Higham (No 058) from Kurri  Kurri NSW and Ted Beeston 
(No 026) from Glenroy Vic. Both were long time members of HSRA and joined very 
early when the Register was first started by Russell Mee (No 001) They will be 
missed. We have also lost a few members recently, who have disposed of there 
Studebakers, and no longer want the newsletter.  

The annual subscription fees were due on the first of January, and unfortunately 
there is still a quite a few outstanding. Please attend to it ASAP to ensure your con-
tinued delivery of Rotating Spokes magazine. Thank you to all who have paid, and 
feel free to contact me to check, if you are not sure. This will be the last newsletter 
for un financial members.   

The 2023 National Studebaker Meet is fast approaching and is being held over the 
Easter weekend in Lakes Entrance Vic. hosted by the Studebaker Car Club of Aus-
tralia (Vic). I would urge all members to try to attend this meet if possible. Come for 
the show or stay the whole weekend. It is sure to be a great meet. 

That’s all I have to report for now so try to take advantage of our Autumn weather 
and get your Studebaker out of the garage. Drive safely! 

     Dave Pink... 

Welcome to New Members 
No 338. Ian Trembath. Canadian Vic. 

1916 SF Roadster. 

 

No 339. Bruce Beattie. Closeburn Qld. 

1926 ER Duplex Phaeton. 

 

No 340. Gary Finch. Spokane WA. USA. 

1940 Champion 2 door. 

1942 Champion 4 door. 

1947 Champion 2 door. 

1941 Commander Skyway Landcruiser. 

1942 Commander Skyway Landcruiser. 

1949 Commander 4 door. 
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Cars and parts for Sale or Wanted 
For Sale; 1925 Studebaker Duplex Roadster 

NEGOTIABLE PRICE Studebaker 1925 Duplex Roadster!! I do believe that it 

is the only one in Australia??? But do enlighten me if anyone knows of anoth-

er 1 please!! Brake options: 2 wheel, timber arterial wheels or 4 wheel, steel 

wheels. Too many spares to list!!                                                                                

Rob Kay. 0408 677 888  Dundas Valley, NSW 
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For Sale.                                                                                                                                   
5 only 1935 Hubcaps suit Dictator/Director and Commander. They will also fit the Presi-
dent, but these have the S logo whereas the President has the President script, see pic.                                     
1 only 1935 Studebaker Dictator/Director. road wheel.                                                        
1 only right New Old Stock Australian made tie rod end to suit Studebaker Champion 
1939-49, Commander1939-40.                                                                    
Wanted.                                                                                                                        I 

pair of 1929-30 FE-FH President front fenders, {with or without wheel wells) see pic.                                           

1929-30 President, steering drag link (reach rod)                                                        

1929-30 FH-FE President  distributor linkages.                                                                

1929 -30 FH-FE President radiator shell.                                                                                      

1928 -30 FH-FE President To Cowl mould.                                                                                

Regards, John Grant.  (143)     0418 558 949      jgr13216@bigpond.net.au  

Wanted;  for a 1937 Dictator 6 cyl.                                                                                                             

A set of 20 thou oversize pistons. I would also consider a complete engine. 

Andrew Judd. (No 331)  0452 155 541  email andrewjudd45@gmail.com 
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Dave,  some notes on my SC Studebaker for Rotating Spokes. 

Approximately 2 years ago I purchased a 1914 SC Studebaker. No information is known 

about the pre-restoration history of the car including how it came into Australia. This car 

is an "over east" restoration - restored in the late 60's to early 70's by Bob Higginson. It 

was used in the southern NSW/ACT region for several years under a couple of different 

ACT registrations - YBX025 and 013.  

 

Early 70's                                                                   1979 Canberra 

 

1972 Snowy Mountains                                            2022 Perth 

It was purchased by Maurice Brockwell in the 80's and made the trip west.  It changed its 

rego to  Studebaker. Under Maurice's ownership the car took part in numerous events in-

cluding the 1988 Bicentennial Rally from Perth to Canberra. Currently it retains stickers 

from several of these runs. I am the third owner after Bob Higginson. (Continued on page 7) 
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The car itself is a bit of a mix of SC and SD e.g. the current motor and rear axle 

are from an SD. I have the original(?) SC motor in bits, which came with the car. 

It has a welded crack in the mono block, but the success of the repair is yet to be 

investigated. There are ring-in bits as well - e.g. the acetylene lights, front wheels 

and windscreen.  The car runs and pulls well with acceptable braking for its 2 

wheel rear brakes.  The car is now starting to show its age e.g. paint finish, but 

with no major rust or wood  issues there are no plans for any significant body 

work in the next few years. Currently I am trying to locate any parts to improve its 

originality e.g. front lights and windscreen. 

Several members of the HSRA have been very helpful with advice etc, including 

Doug Fulford, Kevin Cochrane and Dave Pink, which has been greatly              

appreciated. Also I have joined the Antique Studebaker Club. Overall a relatively 

good way to get into antique motoring. 

Vaughan Till (324) 
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Hi Dave,  

 I was wondering if any members have come up with a method of separating 

the water pump housing from the alloy generator/oil pump housing on Light 

Six motors. The trouble is caused by a spigot on the Alloy housing, which 

grows with age and seizes in the cast water pump housing. I have tried heat-

ing, soaking and even using threaded rod to push on the ends of the three 

studs on the water pump. This only supplies enough force to break the alloy 

housing. The only method I could come up with is to destroy one unit in order 

to save the other. This is not an ideal solution due to dwindling parts supply. 

When the pump is dismantled, a replacement 18mm shaft can be made up, 

as this is slightly larger than the original and the bushes can be reamed to 

suit. I used a chrome shaft out of an old car shocker. If your alloy housing is 

corroded through, it can be salvaged by making a copper plate rolled basically 

into the shape of a Welsh plug, and after turning the spigot down it can be 

pressed over the spigot and machined to size. The centre hole can then be 

silver soldered to the brass bush.  Hopefully this will also prevent further                   

expansion problems in the future. When assembling the impellor, it will           

probably be necessary to space out the back of the impellor to gain a                    

minimum clearance on the impellor blades to water pump housing to ensure            

correct pump operation. 

Graham McCormick  (No 174) 
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1938 Studebaker State Commander Business Coupe (RHD)                           
 

 Beautiful lines on the 1938 Studebaker State Business Coupe 

I am very new to the Studebaker family. I came across this 1938 Studebaker State Com-
mander Business Coupe (RHD) by accident and not looking to buy any cars at all. Any-
way I ended up with this car and not knowing anything at all about Studebakers. What at-
tracted me about this Studebaker besides being a great shape looking car is its history. 

This Studebaker was built and assembled at the Studebaker Canada plant in 1938 for 
delivery to Australia, NSW (the chassis plate confirms it was assembled in Canada). Be-
tween the years of 1938 and the early 1950s, I am not sure it’s whereabouts, or the first 
owner. In early 1950s this car was traded in on a new car. The owner of the car yard de-
cided to keep this car for himself and not put it into the yards for resale. The previous 
owner (the Son), told me this Studebaker was driven daily till about in the early 1970s, 
then he decided the store it in his garage and when he had time he would restore this 
Studebaker.  The Studebaker sat there in his Sydney garage for years before passing it 
to his son. 

 

Not sure when this photo was taken 
That is the original blue colour of  
the car. It is the only old photo of the 
car that the previous owner has.   

The Son, who I purchased the car from told me that this 
Studebaker has been in the family for about 70 years. 
The previous owner (the Son) told me that his parents 
told him that they picked him up from the hospital in the 
Studebaker when he was born. Also he can recall he 
was driven to school and to the shops in his younger 
years. When he was in his early teens, he would go to 
the garage where the Studebaker was stored and started 
it up and drove it up and down the driveway and some-
times on the road when the parents weren’t around.  
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Around 2010, the son asked his father if he would like to see his Studebaker restored. 
(The father had kept the car all this time, as he always wanted to restore this Stu-
debaker). The restoration started around 2011-2012. The body was taken off the chas-
sis and the chassis was sand blasted and repainted. The restorer that did the bodywork 
and the chassis told me it was in very good condition with no rust at all just surface rust 
only. The car was repainted in Marrakesh Satin finish. (BMW Matt Bronze). The previ-
ous owner saw that colour on an old restored classic car in the US and he decided to 
paint the Coupe the same colour. The motor and all the running gear were all rebuilt. 
Complete rewiring in 6v, Starter motor, generator, etc. The restoration has taken over 
six and half years and it is 95-98% finished when I purchased the Studebaker. 

I found out the previous owner had trouble with the “Miracle Shift”, he told me when he 
stalled the Studebaker this happened a number of times. The “Miracle Shift” would lock 
itself in a gear and could not get out of gear and then he had a lot of trouble restarting 
the car. The “Miracle Shift” is vacuum operated. He decided to wire up two batteries, a 
12v wired to the 6v with an on/off switch to make easy starting when he ran into this 
trouble. 

This Studebaker has a “Miracle Shift” transmission, which is assisted by vacuum and 
has a small gearshift on the dashboard. This was an extra option. The Miracle Shift was 
only produced in 1938 for twelve months only.  

Photo shows the Gearshift on the dash. The 

Miracle Shift vacuum for manual gearbox was 

introduced to give a flat floor and comfortable 

three-across seating. This was a standard op-

tion in 1938 only  

Photo on the right shows the Gearbox, 

with the vacuum reserve on the left side of 

the gearbox  
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The Miracle Shift, often trouble-prone feature was made redundant by a column-shift 
Studebaker introduced in 1939. In my case, when the car is stationery and the motor is 
turned off you cannot select any gear, relying on your hand brake only to hold your car 
from rolling.  Also like the previous owner, if you stall the car it locks in whatever gear 
you are in.   

With the problem the previous owner had, wiring up two batteries, a 12v wired to the 6v 
with an on/off switch. I found this installation very dangerous and if not switched on 
properly it could damage all the gauges and a potential fire risk. With a lot of checking I 
decided to convert the Studebaker to 12v and keeping in mind to have the Studebaker 
looking original. I think I achieved this.  

With the 12v Conversion I was very happy with the installation of the blinker system I 
was able to wire into the existing front parkers and taillights keeping it looking original. I 
installed the 12v alternator. I found an alternator in a housing of a generator made in the 
USA, we had to makeup brackets to suit and had to mill up a pulley to a size so it could 
generate power when idling.  The Studebaker starts beautifully now. 

The original 6v generator.  It was very tight fitting the new 12 volt Alternator in 

the housing of the generator, which was made in 

USA. 

Raymond Loewy designed the unique headlamps echoing the prow-like shape of the grill 
and was available as a Business or Custom Coupe, Sedan and the Convertible Sedan. 
This was an extra option.  
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 “Art deco” style headlights and grill. Also know as Cathedral lights. 

Not being mechanically minded, I found a good mechanic in Silvan, Victoria. He is help-
ing me in getting my Studebaker right and he is very interested in the car. I had to redo 
the master cylinder and all the wheel cylinders and brakes and a few other problems as 
the car stood a while after restation. Some of the members of the Studebaker Club of 
Victoria were very helpful and they told me where I could source parts, and where to get 
parts reconditioned and general advise.  

 The front brakes lining are very good with not much wear at all but the wheel cylinders 
had to be rebuilt.                                                                                                                              

The rear brakes were the same as the front but I had one brake drum that had a bad 
crack right on the axle. With the help of Alan Heyde and his sons, they were able to 
find 4 brake drums to try all slightly different. We were lucky out of the 4 one was the 
right one. 
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This Studebaker has the “Hill holder” 
system, a coupling between the clutch 
and brake system that prevents the car 
from rolling backwards when the clutch 
is engaged. It also has free wheeling 
transmission. 

I finally got the Studebaker on the road. 
The reconditioned 90 horse power flat 
head six cylinder motor purrs like a kit-
ten, but I’ve been having a few other 
teething problems and are slowly sort-
ing them out. I still have a long way to 
go to complete this car. 

 

I have done a lot of research on the 1938 Studebaker State Business Coupe. I emailed 
to the Studebaker National Museum South Bend, asking them about the production num-
bers? Their reply was just over 22,000 8A Commanders were built that year, but they do 
not have official breakdown on production by body style. An article on the web on the 6th 
January 2018 stated the 1938 Studebaker State Business Coupe is quite a rare car, just 
38 are thought to have been built in this configuration. That configuration appears to be 
the same as my Studebaker Coupe. Maybe someone out there can enlighten me on 
this?  

I am really excited to be part of the Studebaker family and owning this car, even with the 
troublesome Miracle Shift, and the Art deco head lights making this car more unusual 
than the rest of the Studebaker family. 

The interior restored by the previous owner. 

Raymond Loewy designed the unique headlamps and grill as on my Studebaker State Business Coupe. 
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Hi Dave 
Attached are a few photos taken on our trip to Queensland July/August 2022. 
The 1938 President Sedan was on display at the Historic Village HERBERTON. 

1917 Studebaker Roadster at the 
Rockhampton Heritage Village. 
Don't know the model, but you 
may be able to identify it. 
Regards 
Phil Henderson (201) 
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  Remembering Studebaker’s Bankruptcy: March 18, 1933 
Matt Anderson. Curator of Transportation at The Henry Ford. 

This year brings a couple of notable – and not particularly pleasant – anniversaries 
for Studebaker fans. Sixty years ago, in December 1963, the company closed its 
operations in South Bend, Indiana. – where brothers J.M., Clement, Henry, Peter 
and Jacob founded the venerable firm more than 100 years before. While          
Studebaker built cars in Canada for a few more years, many say that the company 
really ended when it left its long-time home.                                                                           
We also mark the anniversary of an earlier corporate struggle. Ninety years ago 
this month, Studebaker filed for bankruptcy. While many car companies went under 
during the Great Depression – and few recovered – Studebaker’s bankruptcy is a 
particularly sad story of poor management and human tragedy.                                          
Albert Erskine joined Studebaker as treasurer in 1911 and assumed its presidency 
in 1915. He cut prices and boosted sales, leading to generally good years for                
Studebaker marked by stylish vehicles and progressive labour relations.                 
When the Depression hit and sales crashed, Erskine turned to South Bend’s              
closest thing to a superhero: Notre Dame football coach Knute Rockne. The                
football legend died in a 1931 plane crash, and Erskine named Studebaker’s new 
line of small, affordable automobiles “Rockne” is his honour. The Rockne was well-
equipped for an inexpensive car and early sales were promising. But rather than 
concentrate all production in South Bend, Erskine built most of  the Rocknes in   

Detroit. The two factories strained       
Studebaker’s shaky finances.                                          
More troubling was Erskine’s insistence 
on paying high dividends to stockholders 
even in the Depression’s worst years. 
While other car companies hoarded cash 
to ride out the storm, Studebaker burned 
through it. Erskine simply refused to be-
lieve that the Great Depression was any-
thing more than an economic hiccup.  In-
evitably, Studebaker ran out of cash and, 
on March 18, 1933, entered receivership. 
Erskine was pushed out of the presidency 
in favour of more cost-conscious manag-
ers. His successors engineered a brilliant 
turnaround and led Studebaker out of re-
ceivership in two years. Sadly, Erskine’s 
ending was quite different. With his job 
gone, his Studebaker stock worthless, his 
personal debts mounting and his health 
failing, Erskine took his own life on July 1, 
1933. While he may not have been wholly 
responsible – clearly the Board of                         
Directors failed in its oversight –                          
Albert Erskine paid the ultimate price for           
Studebaker’s ordeal.      

                                                                  

Radiator emblem from a Rockne automobile, 

circa 1930 (86.129.113)  
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